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the London University seat to Sir John Romilly
by four votes. The advice and assistance of his
father-in-law, who was an extraordinarily success-
ful canvasser3 might well have turned the scales,
but Wilson was not in England. In 1859 he had
been offered the newly created post of Financial
Member in the Council of India. The offer had
been substantially an invitation to create in the
eastern empire a whole new financial system, the
old having fallen into irreparable chaos. Though
reluctant to leave the political arena at a time
when the highest offices in the realm were opening
to him, Wilson had accepted. Of the tremendous
difficulties which he encountered in India, of the
impediments thrown in his way by jealous English
officials and unscrupulous native merchants, of
the enormity of the task itself, of the problems arising
from the vastness, disorder, and strangeness of the
country, as well as from the amazing complexity,
diversity, and confusion of the old financial
system I cannot properly speak here. It is suffi-
cient to say that he performed a great labour with
a great spirit. On July 4, 1860, he wrote with
characteristic simplicity:
You have no idea of the increased capacity of the
mind for undertaking a special service of this kind when
removed to a new scene of action, and when one throws
off all the cares of engagements less or more trivial by
which one is surrounded in ordinary life, and throws
one's whole soul into such a special service, and par-
ticularly when one feels assured of having the power
to carry it out, I cannot tell you with what ease one
determines the largest and gravest question here com-
pared with in England; and I am certain that the
more one can exercise real power, there is by far